PORTRAIT   OF   A   GENTLEMAN
sat before me, his eyes earnestly fixed on mine, and once more
professed confidence in the future, against all the overwhelming
odds of 1938.
I have just read a book by somebody who says it is a good thing
for journalists that the things they wrote yesterday are soon for-
gotten, that their mistakes and their false forecasts are buried in
the yellowing files. I happen to know that if the forecasts, not
only of experienced journalists but also of experienced diplomats
and professional students of foreign affairs, had been believed,
and the- policies they advocated pursued, Europe and the
world would not be in the plight they are to-day. Given the
determination to amend just grievances, but also the determina-
tion to mobilize overwhelming force against any attempt to
remedy these grievances or to subjugate small nations by force,
you could have had peace in Europe now and for long to come,
and your journalists, your diplomats and your students could in
1933 have told yoif, and did tell you, just what was coming in
1938 and what to do about it.
For my part, I like to read, with the eye of the craftsman, an
article I wrote which was published in the New Tork World on
May s8th, 1938. These are extracts from it:
Benesh holds the stage: the spotlight of history is full on him
... He is the next prey of the dictators . . . Already the end
of free Czechoslovakia is at hand. Isolated, remote from
apprehensive allies and lukewarm friends, held like a nut in
the grip of the mighty German nut-crackers — look at the
map — Benesh has only the choice of two evils left to him
twenty years after the liberation of his countrymen from
German (Austro-German) rule. Either he may try and save
something from the wreck of Czechoslovak independence
and capitulate to all the German demands, cancel his French
and Soviet alliances, become completely subservient to
German orders, make arms and munitions for Germany —
and possibly be allowed to remain as vassal President of a
little rump Czechoslovakia bound slavelike to the chariot of
the German conquerors. Or the Germans will march in,
Czechoslovakia will disappear entirely, Czechs and Slovaks
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